84                     MODERN POETRY
Him the eternal spring of fadeless fame
Crowns with no mortal flowers.
What needs his laurel our ephemeral tears,
To save from visitation of decay ?
Not in this temporal light alone, that bay
Blooms, nor to perishable mundane ears
Sings he with lips of transitory clay.
Rapt though he be from us,
Virgil salutes him, and Theocritus ;
Catullus, mightiest-brained Lucretius, each               30
Greets him, their brother, on the Stygian beach ;
Proudly a gaunt right hand doth Dante reach ;
Milton and "Wordsworth bid him welcome home ;
Keats, on his lips the eternal rose of youth,
Doth in the name of Beauty that is Truth
A kinsman's love beseech ;
Coleridge, his locks aspersed with fairy foam,
Calm Spenser, Chaucer suave,
His equal friendship crave ;
And godlike spirits hail him guest, in speech             40
Of Athens, Florence, Weimar, Stratford, Rome.
Nay, he returns to regions whence he came.
Him doth the spirit divine
Of universal loveliness reclaim.
All nature "is his shrine.
Seek him henceforward in the wind and sea,
In earth's and air's emotion or repose,
In every star's august serenity,
And in the rapture of the flaming rose.
There seek him if ye would not seek in vain,             50
There, in the rhythm and music of the Whole ;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